CURRICULUM VITAE

1. Personal Details
Name: Dr. Hagit Nagar-Shimoni
Permanent Home Address: 18 Bareket Street, Hod HaSharon
Current Office Address: Building 5, Floor -1, Room 5926
Cellular Phone: +972-50-9718856
E-mail Adress: hagitnagar8@gmail.com;  hagitn@yvc.ac.il; hagitna@tlvmc.gov.il
Website: https://yedion.yvc.ac.il/yedion/fireflyweb.aspx?prgname=Show_Teacher_Card&arguments=-N3697

2. Higher Education
A. Undergraduate and Graduate Studies
	Period of Study
	Name of Institution and Department
	Degree
	Year of Degree Approval

	2004–2008
	Tel Aviv University, the Department of Psychology
	Ph.D. (Dissertation: “A Model of theory of Mind, Severity of Autistic Symptoms and Familial Correlates in Asperger Children and Adolescents.” Supervised by Prof. Amiram Raviv and Prof. Abraham Weizman)
	2008

	1996–1999
	Bar-Ilan University, School of Social Work
	Psychotherapy Training Program
	1999

	1989–1990
	Columbia University, NY, USA, Developmental Psychology
	M.A. (GPA: 96)
	1990

	1985–1988
	Tel Aviv University, Psychology and English
	B.A., magna cum laude
	1988



B. Post-Doctoral Studies
	Period of Study
	Name of Institution, Department and Host
	Degree
	Year of Completion

	2018
	Great Ormond Street Hospital & University College London – 3DI Interview Training (Autism Diagnosis)
	
	2018

	2012
	Spectrum Consultancy, UK – Advanced Autism Diagnostic Tools Training (ADOS-2, ADI-R)
	Dr. Fiona Scott
	2012



3. Academic Ranks and Tenure in Institutes of Higher Education
	Dates
	Name of Institution and Department
	Rank/Position

	2025-present
	Max Stern Yezreel Valley Academic College, Psychology Department
	Senior Lecturer (Specialist Track), Internal Faculty; M.A. Program in Educational Psychology

	2023–2024
	The College of Law and Business, School of Psychology
	Senior Lecturer (Clinical Track); Head of M.A. Program in Developmental Psychology

	2021–2024
	The College of Law and Business, School of Psychology
	Faculty Member (Developmental Psychology Track)



4. Offices in Academic Administration
	Dates
	Name of Institution and Department
	Rank/Position

	2023–2024
	The College of Law and Business, School of Psychology
	Head of M.A. Program in Developmental Psychology

	2021–2024
	The College of Law and Business, School of Psychology
	



5. Scholarly Positions and Activities outside the Institution
A. Professional Journals Referee 
	Journal
	Date

	Frontiers in Child and Adolescent Psychiatry (Q2)
	2026

	Acta Psychologica (Q1)
	2026

	BMC Psychology (Q1)
	2026

	Journal of Autism and Developmental Disorders (Q1)
	2013, 2026

	Clinical Child Psychology and Psychiatry (Q1)
	2026

	Logopedics Phoniatrics Vocology (Q2)
	2026

	Psychiatry Investigation (Q2)
	2023–2026

	Psychiatry research (Q1)
	2013



B. Professional offices, positions and memberships
2018: Ministry of Science and Technology, Autism Division – Member of the Evaluation Committee 

6. Participation in Scholarly Conferences 
1. Active Participation
International Conferences
	Date
	Name of Conference

	Place of Conference

	Subject of Lecture/Discussion

	Role


	April,	Comment by Vered Shimshi: יש תאריך מדויק?
2026        
	International Society of Autism Research (INSAR)
	    Prague 
	Reframing Late Autism Diagnosis: Developmental histories, gender pathways and the role of naturalistic observation

	Presenter    	Comment by Vered Shimshi: אונליין או פיזית?
(Poster Presentation)



	May 11, 2022 
	International Society of Autism Research (INSAR)
	
	Characteristics of late childhood ASD diagnosis
	In person. Co-presenter, online (Poster Presentation)

	May 6–9, 2020 
	International Society of Autism Research (INSAR)
	Seattle, WA, USA
	Contradictions between DSM-5 and ADOS-2
	In person. Presenter, online (Poster Presentation)

	May 6–9, 2020

	International Society of Autism Research (INSAR)
	Seattle, WA, USA 
	Highlighting non-ASD children with social and behavioral difficulties
	In person. Presenter (Poster Presentation)

	May 15, 2015
	International Society of Autism Research (INSAR)
	Salt Lake City, UT, USA
	Theory of Mind performance in ASD girls vs. boys
	In person. Presenter (Poster Presentation)

	August 2009 
	American Psychological Association (APA) Annual Convention
	Toronto, Canada 
	Theory of Mind and Parental Correlates in Asperger Children
	In person, Presenter

	August 2007 
	American Psychological Association (APA) Annual Convention
	San Francisco, USA
	Asperger Disorder and Learning Disabilities
	In person, Presenter

	July 30, 2005 
	18th International Rorschach Congress
	Barcelona, Spain 
	Asperger Disorder and Learning Disabilities: Rorschach Indices
	In person. Presenter

	1998
	Biennial Meeting of the International Society for the Study of Behavioral Development (ISSBD)
	Bern, Switzerland 
	Group-administered test of children’s exposure to violence in schools
	In person. Presenter (Poster Presentation)



Israeli Local Conferences
	Date
 
	Name of Conference

	Place of Conference
	Subject of Lecture/Discussion
	Role

	November 12, 2026
	Annual Conference of the Israeli Association for Child Neurology and Development (ISPND)
	???
	Longitudinal Peer-Group Observation in Complex Autism Diagnosis: A Descriptive Case Series
	In person. Presenter

	November 1, 2025 
	Annual Conference of the Israeli Society of Pediatric Neurology and Child Development (ISPND)
	Zichron Ya’akov, Israel 
	Challenging Case Report: Reevaluating Autism Diagnosis in a 7-Year-Old Girl
(Linked above in Conference Presentations)
	In person. Presenter (Poster Presentation)

	October 30, 2025
	Annual Conference of the Israeli Society of Pediatric Neurology and Child Development (ISPND)
	Zichron Ya’akov, Israel
	Fetal Alcohol Syndrome versus Autism Spectrum Disorder – A Clinical and Social Perspective, Session 1: Perinatal & Child Development
	In person. Invited, not the presenter (accepted for oral presentation)

	April 2, 2025 
	
	Ichilov Medical Center, Tel Aviv, Israel 
	The Global Rise in Autism Rates
	In person. Invited Speaker

	March 3, 2025
	The Israeli Meeting for Autism Research (I-MAR) 2025
	Ben-Gurion University, Beer-Sheva, Israel
	• Peer interaction in cognitively able adolescents with autism
• Selective mutism as an early marker of autism spectrum disorders in girls
• Unique variables in children referred for ASD diagnosis after age 6
	In person. Presenter (Poster Presentation)

	February 20, 2025 
	Israel Association for Child Development
	Jerusalem, Israel 
	Selective Mutism as an Early Marker of ASD in Girls
• Language development, parental concerns, and diagnostic markers for late ASD diagnosis
• “Breaking the News” – Group intervention for parents after ASD diagnosis
	In person. Presenter (Poster Presentation)

	May 16, 2024 
	Annual Conference of the Israeli Society for Gender- and Sex-Conscious Medicine
	Shamir Medical Center, Israel 
	Social-communicative behavior in natural interaction settings among adolescents with high-functioning autism spectrum disorder
	In person. Presenter

	February 20, 2024 
	Children in the Shadow of War, Faculty of Psychology, The College of Law and Business
	Ramat Gan, Israel 
	A Personal Conversation with Daniel Aloni, “It’s Not That Easy Being a Child Here”
	In person. Invited Speaker

	2024
	Gender-Aware Medicine Conference
	Shamir Medical Center, Israel
	Social behavior in natural interactions in adolescents with high-functioning ASD
	In person. Presenter (Poster Presentation)

	May 18, 2023 
	Annual Conference of the Developmental Psychology Division
	Neve Ilan, Israel 
	Workshop: Not Everything is Autism,
	In person. Presenter

	March 23, 2023 
	Conference of Child Development Institutes
	Tel Aviv, Israel 
	• Panel: Autism – Epidemic or Overdiagnosis? (Invited Panelist, Presenter)
• Developmental characteristics of children diagnosed with autism after age 6 (Presenter, Panel contribution)
	In person

	February 27, 2023
	Autism Conference
	Ben-Gurion University, Israel 
	Demographic, behavioral, and diagnostic correlates of ASD
	In person. Presenter (Poster Presentation)

	November 28, 2022
	Conference in Memory of Lior Barness
	The College of Law and Business, Ramat Gan, Israel 
	Unique characteristics of girls with autism spectrum disorder: developmental, social, and communicative features, and diagnostic challenges
	In person. Invited Speaker

	May 31–June 2, 2022 
	Developmental Division Conference
	Neve Ilan, Israel 
	Developmental characteristics of children referred for ASD diagnosis after age 6 (TED Talk)
	In person. Presenter

	May 26, 2022
	Medical School Research Fair
	Tel Aviv University, Israel 
	Repetitive behaviors in non-ASD children with social or communicative difficulties
	In person. Presenter (Poster Presentation)

	April 11, 2022 
	Adolescent Medicine Program
	Faculty of Medicine, Tel Aviv University 
	ASD and Social Difficulties in Adolescence
	Online. Invited Speaker

	May 22, 2019 
	Annual ALUT Conference in Memory of Leah Rabin
	Tel Aviv, Israel 
	Using Drama as a Therapeutic Tool in Autism Spectrum Disorder
	In person. Invited Speaker

	January 9–10, 2019 
	22nd Conference of the Israeli Association for Child Development and Rehabilitation
	Jerusalem, Israel 
	Is It Autism? The Evolution of a Diagnosis from Medical Assessment to Peer Group Observation
	In person. Presenter

	February 12–13, 2018 
	9th Annual Conference of the Keshet Child Development Center – Advances in Autism
	Sheba Medical Center, Ramat Gan, Israel 
	Japanese Manga and Autism: A Love Story
	In person. Presenter

	October 22, 2017 
	Talking Autism 2017 
	Tel Aviv University, Israel 
	Comparison Between the Autism Spectrum and ADHD
	In person. Keynote Invited Speaker

	November 8–10, 2016 
	21st Conference of the Israeli Association for Child Development
	Jerusalem, Israel 
	Panel: Autism and Communication Disorders – Children with Social Difficulties
	In person. Presenter

	February 1–2, 2016 
	Annual Conference of the Keshet Center on Gender Issues in Autism
	Sheba Medical Center, Ramat Gan, Israel 
	Theory of Mind in ASD Girls and Typically Developing Girls: Where is the Autism?
	In person. Invited Speaker

	November 16, 2015 
	5th Conference of Efi – Asperger Israel
	Bar-Ilan University, Ramat Gan, Israel 
	Plenary: “Different but Not Less” – Girls with High-Functioning Autism from Childhood to Adolescence
	In person. Presenter

	May 25, 2015 
	Maccabi Healthcare Services
	Tel Aviv, Israel 
	Innovative Approach to Autism Treatment, Pediatric Seminar: Innovations in Autism
	In person. Invited Speaker

	April 29, 2015 
	Annual Conference of the Israeli Society for Adolescent Medicine 
	Online
	Adolescents on the Autism Spectrum – Diagnosis and Treatment
	Invited Speaker

	 September 16, 2014 
	Conference of the Israeli Association for Child Development and Rehabilitation
	Jerusalem, Israel 
	Workshop: Autism Diagnosis from Age 6 to Adulthood – Practical Tools and Diagnostic Dilemmas
	In person. Invited Speaker

	July 2012 
	ALUT – The Israeli National Association for Children with Autism
	Ashdod, Israel 
	Social Skills in Autism Spectrum Disorders
	In person. Invited Speaker 

	June 2011 
	Annual Conference of the Kivunim Nosafim Institute
	Jerusalem, Israel 
	Psychological Treatment in Autism Spectrum Disorder
	In person. Presenter

	December 2010 
	/	Comment by Vered Shimshi: תעברי כאן על כל המקומות שחסר שם הכנס
	Telem Institute, Ra’anana, Israel 
	Diagnosis of Autism Spectrum Disorders
	In person. Invited Speaker

	October 14, 2010 
	Conference on Primary Disorders – Diagnosis and Treatment, Israeli Association for Psychoanalytic Psychotherapy
	Tel Aviv, Israel 
	From Computer Communication to Human Communication – Treating a Young Man with Asperger Syndrome
	In person. Presenter 

	July 2009 
	Scientific Conference of the Israeli Psychological Association
	Tel Aviv University, Israel 
	Psychiatric Disorders with Social Deficits: The Social Theme
	In person. Presenter

	February 2007 
	Research Conference, Child and Adolescent Psychiatry Association
	Faculty of Medicine, Tel Aviv University, Israel 
	Asperger Syndrome and Learning Disabilities – Clinical Profile
	In person. Presenter

	January 2007 
	
	Department of Psychology, Bar-Ilan University, Ramat Gan, Israel 
	Asperger Syndrome on the Rorschach Test – Diagnostic Profile and Differential Diagnoses
	In person. Invited Speaker

	November 2005 
	ALUT – The Israeli National Association for Children with Autism
	Tel Aviv, Israel 
	The Inner World of Children with Asperger Syndrome and High-Functioning Autism
	In person. Presenter

	June 2005
	Annual Conference of the Asperger Syndrome Association
	Tel Aviv, Israel 
	“What About Me, What About Him?” – Theory of Mind, Desires of Others and Asperger Syndrome
	In person. Invited Speaker 

	June 2004 
	Conference on Autism Spectrum Syndromes
	Beer-Yaacov Mental Health Center, Ness Ziona, Israel 
	On Love, Embarrassment, and Bubbles – Group Therapy with Children on the Autism Spectrum
	In person. Invited Speaker

	May 2004 
	/	Comment by Vered Shimshi: חסר כאן ולמטה שם הכנס
	Beer-Yaacov Mental Health Center, Ness Ziona, Israel
	Theory of Mind – From Theory to Clinic
	In person. Presenter

	January 2004 
	
	Beer-Yaacov Mental Health Center, Ness Ziona, Israel 
	High-Functioning Autism – Recent Research Findings
	In person. Presenter 

	February 2000 
	Annual Asperger Syndrome Conference
	Shaare Zedek Medical Center, Pediatric Neurology Department, Jerusalem, Israel 
	Recent Research Findings on Autism
	In person. Presenter









1. Organization of Conferences or Sessions
Israeli Local Conferences
	Date
	Name of Conference
	Place of Conference
	Subject of Conference/Role at Conference/Comments
	Role

	February 20, 2024 
	“It’s Not That Easy Being a Child Here”: Children in the Shadow of War
	The College of Law and Business, Ramat Gan, Israel 
	
	Conference Organizer

	March 13, 2015 
	Diagnostic Guide for Social Difficulties in Children and Adolescents
	Dana-Dwek Children’s Hospital, Tel Aviv, Israel 
	
	Conference Organizer

	June 2004 
	At the Edge of the Autism Spectrum: Diagnosis and Treatment
	Beer-Yaacov Mental Health Center, Ness Ziona, Israel 
	
	Conference Organizer



1. Invited Lectures/Colloquium Talks
	Date

	Place of Lecture
	Name of Forum

	Presentation/Comments


	April 2026
	Ichilov Medical Center
	Psychology conference
	Psychological diagnostic protocols   from different angles: Autism Diagnosis protocol    
Invited speaker

	October 30, 2025 
	Zichron Ya’akov, Israel 
	ISPND
	Fetal Alcohol Syndrome versus Autism Spectrum Disorder – A Clinical and Social Perspective (Invited, not the presenter)

	April 2, 2025 
	Tel Aviv, Israel 
	Ichilov Medical Center
	The Global Rise in Autism Rates (Invited Speaker)

	February 20, 2024 
	Ramat Gan, Israel 
	The College of Law and Business
	It’s Not That Easy Being a Child Here: Children in the Shadow of War (Invited Speaker)


	November 28, 2022 
	Barness, Ramat Gan, Israel 
	Conference in Memory of Lior 
	Unique characteristics of girls with autism spectrum disorder: developmental, social, and communicative features, and diagnostic challenges (Invited Speaker)

	April 11, 2022 
	Tel Aviv University, Tel Aviv, Israel
	Faculty of Medicine
	ASD and Social Difficulties in Adolescence (Invited Speaker, Online)

	May 22, 2019 
	Tel Aviv, Israel 
	Annual ALUT Conference 
	Using Drama as a Therapeutic Tool in Autism Spectrum Disorder (Invited Speaker)

	October 22, 2017 
	Tel Aviv University, Israel 
	Talking Autism 2017
	Comparison Between the Autism Spectrum and ADHD (Keynote Invited Speaker)

	February 1–2, 2016 
	Sheba Medical Center, Israel 
	Keshet Center Conference
	Theory of Mind in ASD Girls and Typically Developing Girls: Where is the Autism? (Invited Speaker)

	May 25, 2015 
	Tel Aviv, Israel 
	Innovations in Autism, Maccabi Healthcare Services
	Innovative Approach to Autism Treatment, Pediatric Seminar (Invited Speaker)

	April 29, 2015 
	
	Annual Conference of the Israeli Society for Adolescent Medicine 
	Adolescents on the Autism Spectrum – Diagnosis and Treatment (Invited Speaker, Online)

	September 16, 2014 
	Jerusalem, Israel 
	Conference of the Israeli Association for Child Development and Rehabilitation
	Autism Diagnosis from Age 6 to Adulthood – Practical Tools and Diagnostic Dilemmas (Invited Speaker)

	July 2012 
	Ashdod, Israel 
	ALUT
	Social Skills in Autism Spectrum Disorders (Invited Speaker)

	December 2010 
	Ra’anana, Israel 
	Telem Institute
	Diagnosis of Autism Spectrum Disorders (Invited Speaker)

	January 2007 
	Ramat Gan, Israel 
	Bar-Ilan University
	Asperger Syndrome on the Rorschach Test – Diagnostic Profile and Differential Diagnoses (Invited Speaker)

	June 2005 
	Tel Aviv, Israel 
	Annual Conference of the Asperger Syndrome Association
	“What About Me, What About Him?” – Theory of Mind, Desires of Others and Asperger Syndrome (Invited Speaker)

	June 2004 
	Beer-Yaacov MHC, Ness Ziona, Israel 
	Conference on Autism Spectrum Syndromes
	On Love, Embarrassment, and Bubbles – Group Therapy with Children on the Autism Spectrum (Invited Speaker)



7. Teaching
A. Courses Taught in Recent Years
	Year
	Name of Course
	Type of Corse Lecture/Seminar/Workshop/High Learn Course/Introductory Course (Mandatory)
	Degree

	2025
	Psychodiagnostics
	Mandatory
	M.A. Program in Educational Psychology, Department of Psychology,
Max Stern Yezreel Valley Academic College

	2025
	Practicum Workshop (Year1)
	Mandatory
	M.A. Program in Educational Psychology, Department of Psychology,
Max Stern Yezreel Valley Academic College

	2025
	Practicum Workshop (Year 2)
	Mandatory
	M.A. Program in Educational Psychology, Department of Psychology,
Max Stern Yezreel Valley Academic College

	2024
	Language Development and Disorders in Early Childhood
	High Learn Course
 Mandatory
	M.A. Program in Developmental Psychology, The College of Law and Business 

	2021–2024
	Annual Empirical Seminar 
	Annual Research Seminar (MA)
	M.A. thesis supervision, The College of Law and Business 

	2021–2024
	Interventions in Autism: Diagnosis and Treatment
	Mandatory
	The College of Law and Business 

	2021–2024
	Psychopathology in Neurodevelopmental Disorders
	Mandatory
	The College of Law and Business 



B. Supervision of Graduate Students 
Co-supervised with Dr. Elisheva Ben-Artzi
	Date of Completion
	Degree
	Title of Final Project
	Name of Student

	2024
	M.A. Developmental Psychology 
	The Moderating Effect of Child Gender on the Relationship Between Parenting Style (Permissive vs. Authoritative) and Social Skills and Psychological Well-Being
	Sharon Perry

	January 2025
	M.A. Developmental Psychology
	Birth Characteristics and Child Temperament as Predictors of an Autism Diagnosis: The Importance of Maternal Age
	Shira Pinto Kaufman

	October 2024
	M.A. Developmental Psychology
	The Moderating Effect of Child Temperament on the Relationship Between Parenting Style and Children's Psychological and Social Well-Being
	Lin Alt-Mark Glover

	August 2024
	M.A. Developmental Psychology
	Parenting Children with Special Needs and Anxiety During Wartime: The Moderating Role of Attachment Style and Pet Ownership
	Meshi Aronov (Avraham)

	July 2024
	M.A. Developmental Psychology
	The Impact of Maternal Stress on Attachment and Emotional-Behavioral Outcomes in Neurotypically Developing Children in Families of Children with Autism
	Sunny Gatenio

	July 2024
	M.A. Developmental Psychology
	The Relationship Between Anxiety Disorders, Creativity, and Parenting Style Among Adolescents: The Mediating Role of Emotion Regulation and Self-Esteem
	Linoy Peled

	January 2024
	M.A. Developmental Psychology
	Attitudes Toward Autism Among the Israeli Population: It’s Neither Quantity nor Quality
	Noa Guri

	August 2023
	M.A. Developmental Psychology
	Birth Characteristics and Child Temperament as Predictors of an Autism Diagnosis: The Importance of Birth Order
	Stav Verdinon

	August 2023
	M.A. Developmental Psychology
	The Association Between Feeding Difficulties and Nonverbal Communication Difficulties in Early ASD Diagnosis: The Moderating Role of Maternal Education
	Ravid Gort

	August 2023
	M.A. Developmental Psychology
	The Relationship Between Comorbid Anxiety and OCD and an ASD Diagnosis: The Moderating Role of Age at Referral for Diagnosis
	Amit Printa

	August 2023
	M.A. Developmental Psychology
	The Relationship Between Motor Inhibition and Sleep Disorders in Early ASD Diagnosis: The Moderating Role of Family Status
	Inbar Balkani

	August 2023
	M.A. Developmental Psychology
	It Runs in the Family: Family Factors Affecting the Age of Initial ASD Diagnosis
	Tal Fingerman

	August 2023
	M.A. Developmental Psychology
	How Language Delay and Dyspraxia Symptoms Affect a Final Autism Diagnosis: Gender Differences
	Dor Elkayam

	August 2023
	M.A. Developmental Psychology
	The Impact of Comorbid Anxiety and ADHD on an ASD Diagnosis: The Moderating Role of Age at Referral for Diagnosis
	Noam Peer

	August 2023
	M.A. Developmental Psychology
	The Moderating Effect of Socioeconomic Status on the Relationship Between Types of Comorbid Conditions and Age at Autism Diagnosis
	Bar Machlav

	July 2023
	M.A. Developmental Psychology 
	The Moderating Effect of Referral Source on the Relationship Between Gender and Age at Referral for Autism Spectrum Disorder Diagnosis
	Tal Gindi

	July 2023
	M.A. Developmental Psychology
	The Effect of Gender on Age at Referral for ASD Diagnosis as a Function of Birth Order
	Maayan Cohen

	October 2022
	M.A. Developmental Psychology
	The Agreement Between the ADOS-2, the Parent CAST, and the DSM-5 in Autism Diagnosis as a Function of Age at Initial Diagnosis Among the Israeli Population
	Aida Faraoni-Samara

	September 2022
	M.A. Developmental Psychology
	The Sensitivity of the CAST and ADOS in Predicting Autism According to the DSM and the Importance of Gender
	Nitzan Marciano

	September 2022
	M.A. Developmental Psychology
	The Relationship Between the Severity of Restricted and Repetitive Behaviors and Age at Autism Diagnosis in Children
	Oriya Masika

	September 2022
	M.A. Developmental Psychology
	Accuracy in Predicting Autism Spectrum Disorder Based on the CAST Questionnaire and the ADOS-2 as a Function of Gender and Developmental Indicators
	Neta Stern

	September 2022
	M.A. Developmental Psychology
	The Relationship Between CAST Scores and ADOS-2 Scores in Predicting a DSM Diagnosis: Gender as a Moderating Variable
	Stephanie Bohadana

	August 2022
	M.A. Developmental Psychology
	What Raises a Red Flag for Parents Regarding Their Child's Development? The Effect of Language Delay and Motor Integration Delay on the Relationship Between Age at Diagnosis and an Autism Spectrum Diagnosis
	Neria Yogev

	July 2022
	M.A. Developmental Psychology
	Late Diagnosis of Autism Spectrum Disorder: The Impact of Developmental Variables and Gender on Age at Diagnosis
	Svetlana Abramov




8. Professional Experience
2022 (Sept. 6): Ministry of Health – Exemption of two years from specialization period in Developmental Psychology due to prolonged clinical work in autism assessment and intervention, with national-level impact.
2012–Present: Founder and Director, “Maarot Center” for Diagnosis and Treatment of ASD (ages 6–18), Dana-Dwek Children’s Hospital, Tel Aviv Medical Center.
2004: Ministry of Health – Certified Senior Supervising Psychologist in Educational Psychology.
1999–2012: Senior Psychologist, Ministry of Health Child and Adolescent Psychiatric Clinic, Beer -Yaacov Mental Health Center, Child and adolescent Clinique- Specializing in ASD and psychiatric disorders from infancy to age 18.
1998–1999: Director, Treatment Center for Children with Emotional/Behavioral Disorders, Educational Psychological Service, Tel Aviv Municipality.
1995: Ministry of Health – Licensed Specialist in Educational Psychology.
1990–2001: Senior Supervising Psychologist, Educational Psychological Service, Tel Aviv Municipality. Diagnosed and treated children in kindergartens and schools, provided guidance to parents, speech therapists, occupational therapists, teachers, and worked with psychiatrists and neurologists.
1989–1990: Intern Psychologist, Early Childhood Development Center, Municipality of Yavne. Diagnosis, treatment, and counseling for children aged 3–6, their parents, and preschool staff.


PUBLICATIONS
A. Ph.D. dissertation
1. Nagar-Shimoni, H. (July 2008). “A Model of Theory of Mind, Severity of Autistic Symptoms and Familial Correlates in Asperger Children and Adolescents.” PhD dissertation (76 pages), Tel Aviv University, Israel. Supervisors: Prof. Amiram Raviv & Prof. Abraham Weizman.

B. Articles in Refereed Journals
h-index: 2 | Citations:39 (from Scopus)
h-index: 4 | Citations:148 (from Google Scholar)
 
Published
1. Gindi, S., Nagar-Shimoni, H., Fink-Zilbershot, E., Oppenheim, N., Assi, F., & Leitner, Y. (2026). Diagnosing ASD in Ages 6–18: Gender Differences and the Diagnostic Process. Journal of Clinical Medicine, 15(2), 803.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.3390/jcm15020803
[JCR: Q1 (Medicine, General & Internal); IF: 3.1]
Role in the publication: I contributed to the conceptualization, formulated the research strategy, performed the empirical analysis and wrote several chapters of the manuscript (Materials and Methods, Results, Discussion).
1. Ben Shabbat Seri, M., Nagar-Shimoni, H., Ravbinovich, A., Leitner, Y., & Bauminger-Zviely, N. (2026). Peer Interaction in Cognitively Able ASD Adolescents. Journal of Clinical Medicine, 15(11), 4340.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.3390/jcm15114340
[JCR: Q1 (Medicine, General & Internal); IF: 3.1]
Role in the publication: Provided methodological guidance, contributed to the practical aspects of the study design, and assisted in reviewing and refining the manuscript.
1. Nagar-Shimoni, H., Leibovitch, N., Zilbershot-Pink, E., & Leitner, Reevaluating, Y. (2025). Challenging Case Report: Reevaluating Autism Diagnosis in a 7-Year-Old Girl. Frontiers in Psychiatry, 16, 1701629.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyt.2025.1701629
[JCR: Q2 (Psychiatry); IF: 3.6]
Role in the publication: I contributed to the conceptualization, formulated the research strategy, performed the empirical analysis and wrote several chapters of the manuscript (Materials and Methods, Results, Discussion). In addition, I read and approved the final manuscript.
1. Shimoni, H., Gindi, S., Zilbershot Fink, E., Ben Shabbat Seri, M., Levy, E., Hutter-Beeri, D., Hadaya Cohen, M., & Leitner, Y. (2025). Diagnosing ASD in Medical Settings: The Peer Group Observation Technique – Three Case Studies. Harefuah, 7, pp. 412–417 [Hebrew]. 
DOI:https://www.ima.org.il/MedicineSite/Article.aspx?NewspaperArticleId=6348
Role in the publication: I contributed to the conceptualization, formulated the research strategy, performed the empirical analysis and wrote several chapters of the manuscript (Materials and Methods, Results, Discussion). In addition, I read and approved the final manuscript).
1. Nagar-Shimoni, H., Fink Zilbershot, E., & Leitner, Y. (2025). The Clinical Phenotype of Early Selective Mutism and Later ASD in Girls: A Case Series Analysis. Children, 12(2), 237. 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.3390/children12020237
[JCR: Q1 (Pediatrics); IF: 2.6]
Role in the publication: I contributed to the conceptualization, formulated the research strategy, performed the empirical analysis and wrote several chapters of the manuscript (Materials and Methods, Results, Discussion). In addition, I read and approved the final manuscript.
1. Gindi, S., Ben Shabbat-Seri, M., Nagar Shimoni, H., Gilat, Y., & Leitner, Y. (2024). “Breaking the News” – Post-autism Spectrum Disorder Diagnosis Group Intervention for Parents to 6–18-Year-Old Children. Clinical Child Psychology and Psychiatry, 29(4), pp. 1417–1431. 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1177/13591045241263365
[JCR: Q3 (Psychology); IF: 1.8]
Role in the publication: Contributed to the study design, implementation of the research protocol, and drafting and revision of the manuscript.
1. Nagar Shimoni, H., Gindi, S., Bokek-Cohen, Y., & Leitner, Y. (2022). Restricted Repetitive Behaviors Phenotype? Calling Attention to Children Who Are Not Diagnosed with Asd, and Exhibit Social Difficulties, Excessive Interest in Specific Topics, or Repetitive Behaviors. Developmental Psychology, 26, pp. 61–66. 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.4467/20843879PR.21.027.15483
[ERIH+, with local recognition in Poland (40 points in 2024)]
Role in the publication: I contributed to the conceptualization, formulated the research strategy, performed the empirical analysis and wrote several chapters of the manuscript (Materials and Methods, Results, Discussion). In addition, I read and approved the final manuscript.
1. Freudenstein, O., Shimoni, H., Gindi, S., & Leitner, Y. (2021). Disagreement Between Assessment of ASD Utilizing the ADOS-2 and DSM-5 – A Preliminary Study. Annales Universitatis Paedagogicae Cracoviensis Studia Psychologica, 13, pp. 17–21. 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.24917/20845596.13.1
[JCR: not indexed / no JIF or JCR quartile]
Role in the publication: I contributed to the conceptualization. 
1. Nagar Shimoni, H., Leitner, Y., Yoran-Hegesh, R., Bokek-Cohen, Y., Gindi, S., & Weizman, A. (2021). The Potential Usefulness of the Social Attribution Task (SAT) in Diagnosing Girls with ASD. International Journal of Disability, Development and Education, pp. 588–593. 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/1034912X.2021.1904503
[JCR: Q4 (Education); IF: 0.9]
Role in the publication: I contributed to the conceptualization, formulated the research strategy, performed the empirical analysis and wrote several chapters of the manuscript (Materials and Methods, Results, Discussion). In addition, I read and approved the final manuscript.
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E. Summary of my Activities and Future Plans
I received my Ph.D. in Psychology from Tel Aviv University, where my doctoral research focused on autism spectrum disorder (ASD), particularly Theory of Mind, symptom severity, and developmental correlates in children and adolescents with Asperger syndrome. Since then, I have combined academic research, clinical leadership, teaching, and national professional activities to advance autism diagnosis and improving services for children, adolescents, and their families.
In 2012, I founded the Maarot Center for Autism Diagnosis and Treatment at the Dana-Dwek Children’s Hospital, Tel Aviv Sourasky Medical Center (Ichilov). Over the past fourteen years I have served as its Director, developing one of Israel’s leading public multidisciplinary centers specializing in the assessment of children and adolescents aged 6–18 years with complex neurodevelopmental conditions. Under my leadership, the center has established comprehensive multidisciplinary diagnostic procedures, introduced innovative peer-group observational assessment methods into routine clinical practice. It has also trained numerous psychologists and multidisciplinary professionals while serving as a national referral center for diagnostically challenging cases.
Alongside my clinical work, I have maintained an active academic career, teaching graduate students in developmental and educational psychology, supervising Master’s theses, developing courses in autism assessment and intervention, and integrating current clinical practice into academic training. I strongly believe that the continuous integration of clinical work, research, and teaching strengthens each of these domains and enables meaningful advances in evidence-based practice.
My research focuses primarily on improving autism diagnosis, particularly among school-age children and adolescents who are referred later in development or present with complex clinical profiles. My studies have addressed gender differences in autism, diagnostic disagreements between assessment methods, selective mutism as an early marker of autism, naturalistic peer-group observation, developmental trajectories, and differential diagnosis between autism and other neurodevelopmental or psychiatric conditions. Collectively, this body of work seeks to improve the accuracy, validity, and clinical utility of autism diagnosis across diverse developmental presentations. These studies have resulted in publications in leading international journals and have been presented at major national and international scientific conferences.
Beyond research and clinical work, I have been actively involved in advancing professional knowledge through invited lectures, national conferences, professional training programs, media interviews, and public education initiatives. This broader professional engagement has been guided by a commitment to promoting accurate, evidence-based diagnosis while increasing public and professional awareness of autism. In recognition of my expertise in autism assessment, I was invited by the Israeli Ministry of Science and Technology to serve on the review committee convened at the Weizmann Institute of Science to evaluate competing proposals for the establishment of Israel’s National Autism Research Center.
More recently, my professional activity has expanded toward national policy development. Building upon more than a decade of clinical experience and research, I prepared a comprehensive proposal for the Israeli Ministry of Health recommending an updated national protocol for autism diagnosis. The proposal advocates greater flexibility in multidisciplinary assessment, more efficient evidence-based diagnostic pathways, and improved accessibility of public diagnostic services while maintaining high professional standards. This initiative reflects my long-term commitment not only to advancing scientific knowledge but also to translating research findings into national clinical practice and healthcare policy.
My current research builds on my longstanding work on complex autism diagnosis. At the Maarot Center, in collaboration with the Signal and Image Processing Laboratory (SIPL) at the Technion, I am conducting a prospective study of digital behavioral markers in children and adolescents undergoing assessment for complex autism presentations. The project integrates clinical evaluation with computer vision, speech analysis, and machine-learning methods, with the aim of identifying quantitative markers that may support differential diagnosis.
Looking forward, I intend to build on this work by validating these approaches in larger and more diverse clinical populations and examining their potential contribution to routine diagnostic practice. I also plan to expand collaborations with academic and medical institutions in Israel and abroad, further investigate late and diagnostically complex presentations of autism, and continue contributing to national policy, professional education, and innovation in autism assessment. My long-term goal is to bridge clinical expertise, technological innovation, research, and healthcare policy in order to improve the accuracy, accessibility, and scientific foundation of autism diagnosis in Israel.
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