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A. Research interests:  

While working as an educational psychologist, especially in my managerial capacity, I have experienced work overload and a shortage 
of psychological resources for helping children. I believe that technology can bridge the gap between the increased needs of children 
and the shortage of professional help. This is especially crucial considering the recent worldwide COVID-19 pandemic, which placed 
restrictions on social gatherings and face-to-face meetings. Thus, since 2010 I have been investigating how to integrate psychology and 
technology. One of my major research interests is empathy and pro-social behaviors among children and adults. This interest began 
with my Ph.D. research, which focused on empathy toward their elderly mothers among the adult daughters of child Holocaust 
survivors. Expanding on this topic, I studied empathy among Jewish students toward out-group members—specifically Arab students.  
In recent years I have been able to combine these two interests in a unique interdisciplinary project (i.e., a collaboration between 
researchers from departments of psychology, computer science, and education). Our team developed an AI-based computer game 
where children can practice and enhance reciprocity - linked to pro-social behavior - during social interactions.  We compared 
reciprocity between typically developed children and children diagnosed with ADHD/Learning Disabilities; and between children and 
adults; and investigated reciprocity in various cultural groups – Israeli-Jewish and Arabic children, and Croatian children. 

B. Non-Academic Positions:  
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Dates Name of Institution and Department Rank/Position 

1994-1996 Ministry of Education Special Education Teacher 

2001-2005 Educational Psychological Services, Center 
for the Child, Bet Shean Municipality 

Educational Psychology Intern 

2005-2010 Educational Psychological Services, Misgav 
Regional Council 

Qualified Educational Psychologist. Director of the Educational 
Psychology Service, Director of a cluster of psychological services in 
the Northern District 

2010-2014 Educational Psychological Services, Center 
for the Child, Bet Shean Municipality 

Qualified Instructor/supervisor in Educational Psychology. Director of 
the Educational Psychology Service, and Director of the Center for the 
Child, Bet Shean 

2014-2015 Ministry of Education, Northern District Deputy District Psychologist 
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1996-1999 M.A. scholarships for excellence (3x36,000 ILS).  

1999; 2003 Haifa University, Faculty of Social Science, Department of Psychology's “Best Lecturer” prize for excellence in teaching. 

2010 The late Dr. Dafna Avitar Prize for excellent research in the field of grieving. Prize awarded for a doctoral dissertation on Pro-
social tendencies among daughters of Holocaust survivors. 

2018 Special recognition at the poster session, Conference on Understanding for Prevention, Ruppin Academic Center.  A digital 
poster titled “Together” with you always—Psychological safety net for children and adolescents using a cellphone application. 

2019 First prize, poster competition, The British Psychological Society, Division of Health Psychology Annual Conference. (10 - 11 
July 2019).  Manchester, U.K. Title of poster: Challenges in using Technological Platforms for Scalability of Psychological Assistance. 
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