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ACADEMIC DEGREES 
Tel Aviv University, Israel
B.A., Social Work, 2020
University of California, Los Angeles

Ph.D., Philosophy of Education (in Social Sciences and Comparative Education)

Dissertation title: Bridging Practice and Theory: The Pedagogy of Caring, 2006

University of Haifa, Israel

Coursework completed for M.A. program in Education 

Social Aspects of Education, 1998 

Tel Aviv University, Israel

B.A., Philosophy and General Studies, 1994

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

Adjunct positions in Israel since 2009
Yezreel Valley College, 2012 - present
Tel Aviv University, 2012 - 2014
Levinsky College of Education, Tel-Aviv, 2009-2014
David Yellin College of Education, Jerusalem, 2009-2014
Beit Berl College, Kfar Saba, 2011-2014
Positions in the U.S.A. until 2009
Fall 2008

Lecturer, University of the West, Rosemead, California
Greek Philosophy 

Summer 2008

Lecturer, University of the West, Rosemead, California
Critical Thinking
Winter/Spring 2008

Lecturer, University of the West, Rosemead, California
Introduction to Western Philosophy 

January 2008

Guest Speaker, UCLA, Department of Anthropology
Diverse perspectives on gender socialization

Winter 2008 

Lecturer, American Jewish University, Los Angeles, California

Lessons from reading Mein Kampf


Fall 2007

Lecturer, American Jewish University, Los Angeles, California

Humanist Foundations in Jewish Tradition and Education for Peace

(This is a three-session course.)

Fall 2007 

Lecturer, American Jewish University, Los Angeles, California

Lessons from reading Mein Kampf 
(This is a three-session course.)


February 2006 – December 2006
Middle School Teacher, Sinai Akiba, Los Angeles, California
Teaching Jewish History and Hebrew

November 2003

Guest Speaker, UCLA Communication Studies Department
Multiculturalism in Television:

The History of Television in Israel

Spring Quarter 2003

Teaching Assistant, UCLA
Led discussions, graded student essays, and served as a mentor to undergraduate students in a course entitled “The Teaching Profession". 
1992-1995
ESL Instructor, Tomashin Co., Tel-Aviv, Israel
Taught English to 4th to 12th grade students from low-income communities in different parts of Israel, as well as prepared them for the matriculation exam. 

1992-1993

Lecturer, Ironi Zayin Middle School, Tel-Aviv, Israel
Developed and taught a weekly after-school workshop on media literacy and critical thinking for middle school students, which included the use of TV shows, movies, games and daily news.

1992-1993 

Guest Lecturer, Ironi Tet High School, Tel-Aviv, Israel

Annual course on mass media critical literacy, pop-culture and critical thinking for high school students. 

ACADEMIC WORK EXPERIENCE
2013 – A joint collaboration with a professor of Chinese philosophy at Tel-Aviv University. A course that integrated academic studies with related activities in underprivileged communities. 

2009 - Program Evaluator – Amnesty International, Israel

Department of Education

2006 – 2009 - Visiting Scholar - University of California, Los Angeles

Department of Education

2007 - Researcher, UNESCO

Education for All Global Monitoring Report 2008.

Conducting meta-analysis research on the impact of gender perceptions in class instruction and teacher-student relationships in African countries. 

2005

Graduate Student Researcher, UCLA International Institute, Department of Near Eastern Studies. Research on worldwide outreach programs for K-12 teachers. 

2000-2004

Graduate Student Researcher, National Center for Research on Evaluation, Standards, and Student Testing (CRESST), UCLA Graduate School of Education & Information Studies


October 2003-September 2004

Evaluation of the Bridge Review for Enhancing Engineering Students (BREES) program, sponsored by the UCLA Center for Excellence in Engineering and Diversity (CEED) with support from Hewlett-Packard. This program provided undergraduate students at the UCLA School of Engineering with a special two-week academic “boot camp” and orientation to UCLA and CEED. The two-fold program objectives focus on 1) decreasing dropout among underrepresented students by increasing their level of confidence in circuit analysis, and 2) piloting new software that enables students and professors to conduct direct and anonymous correspondence during class. 


September 2003-June 2004
Evaluation of the Grammy Foundation’s Artful Learning Program. This program incorporates the use of art to teach other subjects such as reading and math in selective elementary and middle schools throughout the U.S. 

April 2001 - September 2003

Evaluation of the California Professional Development Institutes (CPDI). 

April 2001 - July 2001

Evaluation of LA’s BEST (Better Educated Students for Tomorrow) After School Enrichment Program. 

September 2000 - April 2001

The validity of Assessment and Accommodations for English Language Learners. This was an experimental study that involved testing fourth and eighth-grade students in science and evaluating the use of test accommodations. 

2001- 2003
Children in Crisis, UCLA
Co-founded this special interest project with a director from UCLA Near Eastern Studies Department. The primary mission was to raise awareness regarding children living in crisis situations in regions, especially in the Middle East, that are often overlooked in academic discourse. 

Colloquiums:

April 2002

· Multiculturalism and Minority Education in Israel: The Case of Ethiopian and Russian Immigrants

· Multiculturalism and Minority Education in Israel: The Case of Bedouin Children in Southern Israel, in the Negev
May 2001

· The Right to Education: The Case of Girls’ Schooling in Iran
· The Education of Children in Conflicts Zones: Main Challenges and Opportunities – Case Studies from Afghanistan, Azerbaijan & Kosovo



1996

The Jewish Agency, Jerusalem, Israel

Conducted qualitative research evaluation on different educational programs for youth from Israel and the U.S. 
ACTIVITIES & COMMUNITY SERVICE

Social Work experience
May 2021 – December 2021

Rishon LeZion municipality

Social worker therapist at a youth club

Yesh Matzav Program

Philosophy and Therapy

2016 – 2017
Rimonim prison – Netanya.

Philosophical activity with inmates

2012- 2015
Rehab for drug addicts, ex-convicted prisoners, and prostitutes
2015

A center for mentally disabled adults

Peace related activities

2015-

Minds of Peace

Israeli-Palestinian Grassroots Congress
2003-2009
Jewish-Arab Dialogue Group, Los Angeles

An active participant in an ongoing dialogue involving members of both Jewish and Arab communities.

1998-1999

The Democratic Experience, Tel-Aviv

Developed programs and distributed them among K-12 schools for strengthening democratic roots in Israel. 

Miscellaneous 

1998-1999
Juvenile Diabetic Foundation (JDF), Tel-Aviv

Assistant to the director.

1997-1999

Amnesty International, Tel-Aviv

PUBLICATIONS
Shel, T. (scheduled to be published in December 2023). Don’t Let the System Define You: Caring as an Approach in Research and Therapy. An Anthology of Non-Conformism:

Rebel Women Words, Ways & Wonders, Sense publications.
Shel, T. (2013). Philosophical and ethnographic aspects of caring as a pedagogy. In B. Alpert & S. Shlasky (Eds.), A close look at the school and the classroom: Ethnographic studies on education (pp.398-435). Tel-Aviv: Mofet Publications.
Shel, T. (2009). The Dialectic of Tolerance and Intolerance in the Ethics of Caring. In D. Kellner, T. Lewis, C. Pierce & D. Cho (Eds.), Marcuse's challenge to education (pp. 117-129). Lanham:  Rowman and Littlefield Publication.

Shel, T. (February 1-7, 2008). Lesson Learned from Mein Kampf. The Jewish Journal of Greater Los Angeles, Vol. 22 (50): 27. http://www.jewishjournal.com/home/searchview.php?id=18858
Shel, T. (2007). The Ethics of Caring: Bridging Pedagogy and Utopia. Sense Publishers: Rotterdam/Taipei.

Shel, T. (2007). Gender and Inequity in Education Literature Review. UNESCO. Education for All Global Monitoring Report 2008. Paper commissioned for the EFA Global Monitoring Report 2008, "Education for All by 2015: will we make it?" 

 unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0015/001555/155580e.pdf 
Chung, G. K. W. K., Shel, T., & Kaiser, W. J. (December 2006). An exploratory study of a novel online formative assessment and instructional tool to promote students’ circuit problem-solving. Journal of Technology, Learning, and Assessment, Vol. 5(6). Also available from http://jtla.org.


Shel, T. (September 2006). Voices from the Field. Human Rights Education, Article 26, Amnesty International. http://www.amnestyusa.org/education/article26/26200609.html
Shel, T. (2006). On Marcuse and Caring in Education. Policy Futures in Education. Vol. 4(1): 52-60.

Shel, T. (1997-1999). [Various monthly columns]. Women On Line [Online magazine for women]. Tel-Aviv, Israel.

Shel, T. (1996). The Horse that Wondered. Tel-Aviv, Israel: Yaron Golan.

[Novella, inspired by a true incident. One of the horses of the King of Jordan penetrated Israel in 1992 before both countries had a peace agreement as if wanting to break the ice between both nations. Throughout the story the horse philosophizes with a trainer on eight issues related to human misery such as technology, solitude, and religion.]

CONTRIBUTING TO PUBLICATIONS

Hultman, M., & Pulé, M. P. (2018). Ecological masculinities: theoretical foundations and practical guidance. New York, NY: Routledge.
Lewis, T., Grinberg, J., & Laverty, M. (eds). (2007). Playing with Ideas: Modern and Contemporary Philosophies of Education.  Iowa: Kendall and Hunt Publishing Company. 
WORK IN PROGRESS

Shel, T. Don’t let the system define you, An Anthology of Non-Conformism:

Rebel Women Words, Ways & Wonders, (to be published by DIO Press)

Shel, T. Critical aspects of cultural identities – A caring approach – in progress.
Shel, T. Ethnophilosophy – a caring approach to therapy and research – in progress. 
Shel, T. Conscious activism – in progress.

Shel, T. Strong – in progress, for HaMafteah journal. 
PRESENTATIONS

Reconciliation – a marathon and not a sprint

Cognitive and emotional occupation, Van Leer Institute 

Politics is the art of phenomenological performance, Critical Media Literacy, Los Angeles, CA, October 2021 (virtual). 

Caring aspects of the sociopolitical pandemic experiences, Rethinking alienation beyond the pandemic from local to global: the new normal from theory to practice, Turkey, Istanbul, May 28, 2021. 

Caring – a missing emancipatory approach in critical education, Gender and Politics Congress, Turkey, Istanbul, December 25, 2020 (conference was originally scheduled for April). 

Repressive hatred in a politically correct discourse – a caring approach in philosophy of education, 3rd International Conference on Advanced Research in Teaching and Education, Ireland, Dublin, November 2020 (virtual conference). 
Critical philosophical discussions on cultural identities – a caring approach, Critical identities, France, Dijon, September 2020 (was cancelled at the last minute, and conference presentations will be posted on a special website). 

Critical philosophical discussions on cultural identities – a caring approach, Comparative International Education Society, Miami, Florida, March 2020 (virtual).
Visiting lecturer on Caring - a missing emancipatory approach in critical education. University of New York in Shanghai, Shanghai, China, November 6, 2019
Visiting lecturer on Ethno-philosophy – a caring approach to research and therapy. University of New York in Shanghai, Shanghai, China, November 7, 2019

Caring as an approach in health care, from the perspective of the philosophy of education. The 5th annual conference of the Israeli Society for Health Education, Israel, Ben-Gurion University, Beer-Sheva, February 13, 2019.

Education and politics in Israel: philosophical reflections from an Israeli perspective. 16th International Network of Philosophers of Education Conference, Israel, University of Haifa, August 15, 2018.

Caring, democracy and education, Caring democracy: current topics in the political theory of care, Institute of Philosophy of the Czech Academy of Sciences – Department of Contemporary Continental Philosophy, The Czech Republic, Prague, November 23-24, 2017.

Bridging academia and the public sphere – as a social activism, The role of humanities in the public sphere, Bar-Ilan University, June 14, 2016.

Examining political discourse of Jewish peoplehood through the prism of caring. Jews and politics, The annual conference of the British Association for Jewish Studies – Jews and Politics, Ireland, Dublin, July 13-15, 2014.

In what ways can ethnographic studies influence education in schools?

The 6th International Conference on Education: Education changes reality,
David Yellin College of Education, Jerusalem, Israel, July 2013

Philosophy as a multicultural bridge, Education in a Multicultural Society Conference, Kaye Teachers College, Beer-Sheva, Israel, March 2011

Ethnographic aspects in philosophy, Ethnographic Studies Conference,
Ben-Gurion University, Beer-Sheva, Israel, 2010

Philosophical discussions on multiculturalism, Comparative International Education Society, New Orleans, Louisiana, March 2013
The Ethics of Caring and Education for Peace, Comparative International Education Society, New York, New York, March 2008

Ethnographic studies in Philosophy of Education, American Educational Research Association Annual Conference, New York City, New York, March 2008
Enhancing philosophy of humanist education through ethnography, 29th Annual Ethnography in Education Research Forum, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, February 29 - March 1, 2008 

Peace Education and Human Rights, Education for Sustainable Development/UNESCO (by invitation), Nagoya University, Japan, February 2nd – 4th, 2008
Challenges in teaching Science and Religion in Public Schools, California Association of Philosophy of Education Bi-Annual Forum, Stanford University, California, May 2006
An exploratory study of a novel online formative assessment tool to promote students’ circuit problem-solving. American Educational Research Association Annual Conference, San Francisco, California, April 2006

Paper accepted for presentation (with G. Chung and W. Kaiser)
Marcuse and the Perception of Science in Education, American Educational Research Association Annual Conference, Montreal, Canada, April 2005

The Challenges to Raise Boys and Girls: Two Case Studies of Two Mothers, Comparative International Education Society Annual Conference, Salt Lake City, Utah, March 2004

Bridging Practice and Theory: The Practice of Pedagogy of Caring (POC), Comparative International Education Society Annual Conference, Salt Lake City, Utah, March 2004

Cultural Symbols as a Tool for Gender Socialization, Comparative International Education Society Western Regional Conference, University of Southern California (USC), Los Angeles, November 2003
Feminist Activism: Linking Theory and Practice, Bridging Theory and Practice – the Practice of Pedagogy of Caring (POC), 13th Annual Pacific Southwest Women’s Studies Association Conference, California Polytechnic University, Pomona, April 2003

Positivism, Skepticism, and the Attractions of “Paltry Empiricism”, Philosophy of Education Society Annual Conference, Miami Beach, Florida, March 2003

The Significance of Caring in Education, California Association of Philosophy of Education Bi-Annual Forum, Los Angeles, CA October 2001

How Do Cultural Symbols Affect Gender Social Codes? Comparative International Education Society Western Regional Conference, UCLA, November 2000

A Case Study of Two Mothers and How They View Sexual Stereotypes, 11th Annual UCLA Center for the Study of Women and USC Center for Feminist Research “Thinking Gender” Conference, UCLA, March 2000

The Role of Education: A Theoretical Paper on the Role of Education with Respect to Social Skills and Cultivating Caring Civilians, UCLA Graduate Students Association in Education Conference, UCLA, March 2000
PEER REVIEW

Journal of Educational Philosophy and Theory 
AWARDS

Fellowship award – UCLA, Graduate School of Education 2003-2004

Chancellor’s honor recipient - for academic excellence and student leadership, UCLA, May 2002 

Dean’s award – UCLA, Graduate School of Education, 2001-2002

Fellowship award – UCLA, Graduate School of Education 2000-2001

Fellowship award – UCLA, Graduate School of Education 1999-2000
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