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ACADEMIC DEGREES 
Tel Aviv University, Israel
B.A., Social Work, 2020
University of California, Los Angeles

Ph.D., Philosophy of Education (in Social Sciences and Comparative Education)

Dissertation title: Bridging Practice and Theory: The Pedagogy of Caring, 2006

University of Haifa, Israel

Coursework completed for M.A. program in Education 

Social Aspects of Education, 1998 

Tel Aviv University, Israel

B.A., Philosophy and General Studies, 1994
ACADEMIC WORK EXPERIENCE

2009 - Program Evaluator – Amnesty International, Israel

Department of Education

2006 – 2009 - Visiting Scholar - University of California, Los Angeles

Department of Education

2007 - Researcher, UNESCO

Education for All Global Monitoring Report 2008.

Conducting meta-analysis research on the impact of gender perceptions in class instruction and teacher-student relationships in African countries. 

2005

Graduate Student Researcher, UCLA International Institute, Department of Near Eastern Studies. Research on worldwide outreach programs for K-12 teachers. 

2000-2004

Graduate Student Researcher, National Center for Research on Evaluation, Standards, and Student Testing (CRESST), UCLA Graduate School of Education & Information Studies

2001- 2003
Children in Crisis, UCLA
Co-founded this special interest project with a director from UCLA Near Eastern Studies Department. 

ACTIVITIES & COMMUNITY SERVICE

Social Work experience
May 2021 – December 2021

Social worker therapist at a youth club

Philosophy and Therapy

2016 – 2017

Rimonim prison – Netanya.

Philosophical activity with inmates

2012- 2015
Rehab for drug addicts, ex-convicted prisoners, and prostitutes
2015

A center for mentally disabled adults

SELECTIVE TEACHING EXPERIENCE

Adjunct positions in Israel since 2009
Yezreel Valley College, 2012 - present
Tel Aviv University, 2012 - 2014
Levinsky College of Education, Tel-Aviv, 2009-2014
David Yellin College of Education, Jerusalem, 2009-2014
Beit Berl College, Kfar Saba, 2011-2014
Positions in the U.S.A. until 2009
Fall 2008

Lecturer, University of the West, Rosemead, California
Winter 2008 

Lecturer, American Jewish University, Los Angeles, California

February 2006 – December 2006
Middle School Teacher, Sinai Akiba, Los Angeles, California
Spring Quarter 2003

Teaching Assistant, UCLA
Led discussions, graded student essays, and served as a mentor to undergraduate students in a course entitled “The Teaching Profession". 
1992-1995
ESL Instructor, Tomashin Co., Tel-Aviv, Israel
Taught English to 4th to 12th grade students from low-income communities in different parts of Israel, as well as prepared them for the matriculation exam. 

Peace related activities

2021-

Land for All

Peace based partnership research group (still active) 

2015- 2019
Minds of Peace

Israeli-Palestinian Grassroots Congress
2003-2009
Jewish-Arab Dialogue Group, Los Angeles

An active participant in an ongoing dialogue involving members of both Jewish and Arab communities.

1998-1999

The Democratic Experience, Tel-Aviv

Developed programs and distributed them among K-12 schools for strengthening democratic roots in Israel. 

SELECTIVE PUBLICATIONS
Shel, T., & Paul-Binyamin, I. (2025). Education for sustainable coexistence on an academic campus in times of war. Taboo, Vol. 23(1): 82-102. 
Shel, T. (2024). Don’t Let the System Define You: Caring as an Approach in Research and Therapy. An Anthology of Non-Conformism:

Rebel Women Words, Ways & Wonders, DIO Press.

Shel, T. (2013). Philosophical and ethnographic aspects of caring as a pedagogy. In B. Alpert & S. Shlasky (Eds.), A close look at the school and the classroom: Ethnographic studies on education (pp.398-435). Tel-Aviv: Mofet Publications.
Shel, T. (2009). The Dialectic of Tolerance and Intolerance in the Ethics of Caring. In D. Kellner, T. Lewis, C. Pierce & D. Cho (Eds.), Marcuse's challenge to education (pp. 117-129). Lanham:  Rowman and Littlefield Publication.

Shel, T. (February 1-7, 2008). Lesson Learned from Mein Kampf. The Jewish Journal of Greater Los Angeles, Vol. 22 (50): 27. http://www.jewishjournal.com/home/searchview.php?id=18858
Shel, T. (2007). The Ethics of Caring: Bridging Pedagogy and Utopia. Sense Publishers: Rotterdam/Taipei.

Shel, T. (2007). Gender and Inequity in Education Literature Review. UNESCO. Education for All Global Monitoring Report 2008. Paper commissioned for the EFA Global Monitoring Report 2008, "Education for All by 2015: will we make it?" 

 unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0015/001555/155580e.pdf 
Chung, G. K. W. K., Shel, T., & Kaiser, W. J. (December 2006). An exploratory study of a novel online formative assessment and instructional tool to promote students’ circuit problem-solving. Journal of Technology, Learning, and Assessment, Vol. 5(6). Also available from http://jtla.org.


Shel, T. (September 2006). Voices from the Field. Human Rights Education, Article 26, Amnesty International. http://www.amnestyusa.org/education/article26/26200609.html
Shel, T. (2006). On Marcuse and Caring in Education. Policy Futures in Education. Vol. 4(1): 52-60.

Shel, T. (1997-1999). [Various monthly columns]. Women On Line [Online magazine for women]. Tel-Aviv, Israel.

CONTRIBUTING TO PUBLICATIONS

Hultman, M., & Pulé, M. P. (2018). Ecological masculinities: theoretical foundations and practical guidance. New York, NY: Routledge.
Lewis, T., Grinberg, J., & Laverty, M. (eds). (2007). Playing with Ideas: Modern and Contemporary Philosophies of Education.  Iowa: Kendall and Hunt Publishing Company. 
SELECTIVE PRESENTATIONS

Theology and Care: Caring in Jewish thought and practice: feminist critiques of Israeli education, Political theologies. Nashville, October 24-26, 2025.

Reconciliation – a marathon and not a sprint, Congress: The Oslo Accords: A Reevaluation 30 Years Later, Madrid, Spain, September 14th, 2023 (online)
Politics is the art of phenomenological performance, Critical Media Literacy, Los Angeles, CA, October 2021 (virtual). 

Caring aspects of the sociopolitical pandemic experiences, Rethinking alienation beyond the pandemic from local to global: the new normal from theory to practice, Turkey, Istanbul, May 28, 2021. 

Caring – a missing emancipatory approach in critical education, Gender and Politics Congress, Turkey, Istanbul, December 25, 2020 (conference was originally scheduled for April). 

Repressive hatred in a politically correct discourse – a caring approach in philosophy of education, 3rd International Conference on Advanced Research in Teaching and Education, Ireland, Dublin, November 2020 (virtual conference). 
Critical philosophical discussions on cultural identities – a caring approach, Critical identities, France, Dijon, September 2020 (was cancelled at the last minute, and conference presentations will be posted on a special website). 

Critical philosophical discussions on cultural identities – a caring approach, Comparative International Education Society, Miami, Florida, March 2020 (virtual).
Visiting lecturer on Caring - a missing emancipatory approach in critical education. University of New York in Shanghai, Shanghai, China, November 6, 2019
Visiting lecturer on Ethno-philosophy – a caring approach to research and therapy. University of New York in Shanghai, Shanghai, China, November 7, 2019

Caring as an approach in health care, from the perspective of the philosophy of education. The 5th annual conference of the Israeli Society for Health Education, Israel, Ben-Gurion University, Beer-Sheva, February 13, 2019.

Education and politics in Israel: philosophical reflections from an Israeli perspective. 16th International Network of Philosophers of Education Conference, Israel, University of Haifa, August 15, 2018.

Caring, democracy and education, Caring democracy: current topics in the political theory of care, Institute of Philosophy of the Czech Academy of Sciences – Department of Contemporary Continental Philosophy, The Czech Republic, Prague, November 23-24, 2017.

Bridging academia and the public sphere – as a social activism, The role of humanities in the public sphere, Bar-Ilan University, June 14, 2016.

SELECTIVE PEER REVIEW

Journal of Educational Philosophy and Theory 
SELECTIVE AWARDS

Fellowship award – UCLA, Graduate School of Education 2003-2004

Chancellor’s honor recipient - for academic excellence and student leadership, UCLA, May 2002 

Dean’s award – UCLA, Graduate School of Education, 2001-2002

Fellowship award – UCLA, Graduate School of Education 2000-2001

Fellowship award – UCLA, Graduate School of Education 1999-2000
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